SERMON 


PREACHED 
Before the 


QUEEN, 
WHITE: HALL, 


On Sunday, Oftob. 2, 1692; 


—— 


By CHARLES HICKMAN, D.D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to Their Majeſtics. 


Publiſhed by Her Bajeſty's Special Command, 


— — —— cr een tt cent nn 


LONDON, 


Printed for Walter Kettilby , at the Biſhop's Head in 
St. Pauls Church-Yard, 1692. 


| Dr, HICKMANs 


SERMON. 


f Before the 


QUEEN, 


Oftober 2. 1 6 92% 


| A 
SERMON 


PREACHED 
Before the 


QUEEN, 
WHITE: HALL, 


On Sunday; Oftob. 2. 1692. 


—— 


By CHARLES HICKMAN, D.D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to Their Majeſties. 


1 Printed for Walter Kettilby, at the Biſhop's Head in 


aids 22h by Ver Majeſty's @pecial Command, 


— =_ a —_ —_— —_— 


LONDON, 


ENS 


St. Paul's Church-Yard, 1692. 


a 


SERMON - 
PREACHED 


Q UEE N. 


. DszuT. XXX. 15- 


See T have ſet before thee this day, life 
and good, and death and evil. 


Here is no man alive but will eafily confeſs, - 
That Life is good, and Death is evil ; and 
ſo far we are all ready to join ifſue with my 
Text. Nay, there are few men either fo 
V negligent or perverſe, but that they are ſollicitous 
to avoid the evil; and to chuſe the good; and 
thus far alſo there are fair hopes of an Accommo- 


dation. 
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But then here lies the, difference. Though we 
are all agreed in the main point, yet we are apt 
to vary 1n our Notions of the ſubordinate kinds © 
of Gaod and Evil, according . to. the ,variety-of - 
our Tempers and Inclinations.. Same men judge 
of theſe things by their Reaſon, examine how. agree- 
able they are to. our uncorrupted Nature, and 
what conſequences they ate _ to produce; a 
ſafe, but withal, a tedious way. And theretore others, 
for more diſpatch, make a judgment of them on- 
ly by their ſenſe, and will allow nothing. to be 
good , but what gives them preſent Entertainment, 
nothing; Evil but what - brings: them into preſent 
Pain. 


And hence. it 1s, That*they @ ſtudiouſly devote 
themſelves to the Profits and Pleaſures of the 
World, which -afford them - ſome ſenſible Satis- 
faction, ſome immediate Relief; But as for Ver- 
tue, all: the good 'of* it) they think depends up- 
on ſuch remote Conſequences, ſuch uncertain Fruits, 
that they utterly negle& it,. as a+ Plant of too 
doubtful a . Produd, or at belt. of: too (low a 
Growth. ; 

Some. think. it is not in their power-to be good 
and others think it not worth' their 'while : and 
though (they are much concern'd: for: the evil 
which they ſuffer, yet they have no regard to the 
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evil which. they do.. Either they look upon moral 
Adtions as things indifferent, that have no real in- 
trinſick value, no natural Obligation of them- 
ſelves, or at molt they do not think them of ſuch 
Moment and Importance, as to determine us abſo- 
lutely either to Lite or Death. | 


Againſt all which miſtakes I muſt beg leave to 
ſpeak briefly and plainly and pradtically from the 
Authority of my Text, See 1 have ſet before thee 
this day life and good, and death and evil; In 
which words Moſes gives us to underſtand, that 
the Law of God ſets before w Good and Evil, in 
a twofold reſpec. 


I. As a Matter of Information, to ſhew us 
the real difference that is between them, and 
the different Conſequences which they pro- 
duce. | 

Il. As a Matter of Choice, that when we 
know the difterence, we may be perſwaded to 
refuſe the Evil, and chuſe the Good. 


I. And, Firſt, by way of Information. See, 1 
have ſet before thee life and good,, and death and 
evil, ſays God; and yet there are men who live 

_ as if there was no difference between - Good and 
*Evil; as if Sin were nothing but a groundleſs name, 
and they reſolv'd to follow the bent of their 
-own Inclinations, let the Law ſay what it pleaſes, 
or 
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or the Conſequence be what it will. They think 
the only Happineſs of Man is to live without re- 
ſtraint, to give a looſe to his Luſts and Pafhons, 
and in all points to follow the Extravagancies of 
his Nature. That *tis below a Man of Spirit to be 
ty'd up to ſervile Rules, and ſubje& to the Reaſon 
of other Men, We are they that ought to ſpeak, and 
who is Lord over us? 


* 
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This is indeed the Language of many in our 
| times. But if they would let any body ſpeak be- 

| fide themſelves, they might eaſily learn, That 
there are Two things which have an undoubted 

| Right to be Lords over them, and ought, in Rea- 

| ſon, to be heard.: 


rt. The Word of God, and 's 

2. The Voice of their own Conſcience: ei- 
ther of which 'is able to convince them of their 
Errour, and to ſhew them a wide difference be- 
tween Good and Evil. 


For, Firſt, The Word of God ſets be- 
fore ws this difference, in ſo plain convincing; 
Terms, that though we may be perverted by 
Evil, yer *tis haxd for us to be miſtaken. | 
Though God: has ſent us into this Wilderneſs of 
a- World, wherz there are many intricate Paſſa- 

. Bes to perplex us, and much Variety of ObjeRs 
to: diltra&. our Thoughts, yet he has not left us j 
without: 
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without a Guide, nor himſelf without 4 wilneſs. 
He has given us his word, as a perfe&t Rule, by 
which we ſhall certainly be try'd at laſt: and 
therefore by this Rule we ought to try our own 
Atﬀions now. 


Here all the Doubts of our Judgment are ex- 
pounded, all the Scruples of our Conſcience are 
reſolv'd: He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is 
good, and whatſoever evil we are addicted to, in 
his Law we find the Folly of it plainly expoſed, 
and all its Dangers laid open to us. It gives us 
many glotious Inſtances of Vertue to invite. us, 
and thahy dreadful Judgments upon Vice, to at- 
fright us into Religion z and whacſoever difficule 
Circumſtances the natural Man may labour under, 
yet here the man of God is perfeAly forewarn'd 
azainſt every Evil, and throughly furniſhed for eve- 
ry Good work, 


And therefore it was a very juſt and proper 
Commendation, which Philo the Jew gives us of 
Mofes his Deſign, That he has introduced his 
Law with the Hiſtory of the Creation, on pur- 
poſe to ſhew us how exaRly the Commandments 
of God ate accommodated to the Nature of us 
Men. $0 very exaCtly, that if we will but con- 
ſult this Oracle with honeſt, humble Minds, we 
car} no longer be at a loſs to find out the juſt 
'"meaſares of Truth, as far as we are concern'd to 
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know z and the true bounds of Goodneſs, as far 
as we are obligd to praftiſe; and any farther, 
any nicer ſearch, has more of Curiolity in it 
than Religion. 


And now how great a Happineſs is it, That we 
enjoy the benefit of this Holy Word, and are in- 
fallibly conducted by a Light from Heaven, through 
al the Uncertainties and Dangers that beſet us upon 
Earth! | 


With what infinite Pleaſure ſhould we apply 
ourſclves to the ſtudy of this Law, which, like 
the Pillar of Fire that led the Iſraelites out of 
Feypr, is not only our Guide, but our Encou- 
ragement in travail, and ſupports our Spirits at 
the ſame time when it direds our Feet, 


Indeed, the Light of God's Word is ſo cor- 
vincing; ſo plainly does it fet before us the 
difterence between Good and Evil, that for this 
very reaſon evil Men find it offenſive to them, 
and therefore they lay it by. lt ſhines ſo full up- 
on their Face, that they cannot enjoy: their fins 
in quiet for it; and tis this that makes them 
cry out againſt Moſes, as Dathar and Abiram 
did, Wilt. thou put out the eyes of this people ? 


But , ,Secoxdly , though they ſhould lay a- 
ſde the Law, and refuſe, to give audience to 
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the Word of Gods though. Moſes and the Pro- 
phets ſhould be filent, yet Conſcience, when it 
comes to (peak for it ſelf, as it will ſometimes 
do, is as convincing as any Revelation, and as 
obliging as any Law; 'tis a Witneſs that will 
_— filenc'd, and a Judge that cannot be fub- 
orn'd. 


'Tis this that makes us look upon ſome Ai- 
ons with Abhorrence, and upon others with De- 


lightz and accordinggo the Reſult of our Love 


or Hatred, according to this inward Reliſh or 
Diſguſt, ſo we learn to diſcover the difference 
between Good and Evil, and find that every Adi- 
on of Man has an indelible Charafter ſtampd 
upon it, by which its valuc is ealie to be 
known. 


Tis true, that this Evidence alſo. may be ſtifled 


for a time; and there are thoſe who, with much 


adoe, wear out theſe Chara&ers df Good and 
Evil, which Nature has imprinted in their Souls, 
That when they have conquer'd their Conſcience, 
and kept it under, they may for a while enjoy 
their fins in peace, and live as if there was no 
God in the World, F bee, 

But how noble a Conqueſt this is, and how 
long the peace is like "to laſt,” we ſhall confider 
under the following Head :..in the -mean time 1 
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ſhall only ſay, That they who deſpiſe the Maje- 
ſty of God, can have no regard to* the Rights 
of Men , but as often as a fair oc&lion offers, 
they will be for levelling all above them, and 
trampling upon all below them , and therefore are 
ſo far from deſerving favour, that they are not 
fit for humane Converſation: for when once 
they have thrown off all concern for Vertue, 
how eafily do they. break down all bounds of 
Law, and allow themſclves in ſach Extravagan- 
Cies , as are & contradiction-to the reaſon of all 
Mankind: there is nothing fo prophane which 
they will not praQtiſe ; nothing ſo facred which 
they will not prophane: and- think 1t a peculiar 
Honour of their own, to be above the common 
Ordinances of the World, and todeſ; piſe a tame, go- 
vernable Creature. With them *tis accounted no 
Vertue to forgive an Enemy, no Vice to betray 
a Friend; Nay, Vertue it (elf ſhall be called a 
Weakneſs, and their Vices honoured with the 
name of Wit: as it they had not only 'a pecu- 
liar Law, but a peculiar Language alſo of their 
own. 


And yet, for all the pretended Wit and H9- 
nour of this Race of Men, there is not ſo-vile, fo 
fooliſh a {.reature in the World as they. Nay, *tis 
only the vileneſs of their practice that is their Pro- 
tection; for ſhould other Men but follow their Ex- 
ample, and. aſlume the ſame Liberties which they al- 


low. 
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low themſelves, ſhould other Men but let their 
Luſts and Paſſions looſe like them, they would 
ſoon grow weary of this Heatheniſh State, and 
fly for Sanctuary to Religion. 


For after all the Attempts that Vice can make 
upon it, yet Vertue 1s eſtabliſhd upon ſuch a 
Foundation , as never can be remov'd. It has 
ſtood its ground through all the Ages and Revo- 
lutions the World, and there never yet was 
a time when true Goodneſs was not held in Ho- 
nour, and Wickedneſs look'd-upon with Reproach. 
The Heathens themſelves, though they often 
changed their Gods, yet they never changed their 
Vertuez but in their ſeveral Writings have left 
us their Notions of Good and Evil, ſo fairly re- 
preſented, and fo faithfully deſcribed, as may ſerye 
for the Reproach of many Chriſtians, and the 
Inſtruction of All, 


Nay , thoſe Heatheniſh Nations, who- have yet: 
no .Knowledge of the Law, are, nevertheleſs, a 
Law unto themſclves, and keep o ſtrict to the 
Rules of Juſtice, as ſhews, That Vertue is a thing 
of Univerſal Obligation, of Eternal Truth, and 
whoſoever refaſes to be govern'd by it, is worſe 
than an Infidel, a Rebel to Nature, and an Oat- 
law both to God and Man. He breaks off all 
Commerce and Communication with Mankind; 
will not be join'd in any League, Friendlhip, 
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or Society with his Fellow-Creatures, nor ſubmit 
to any of thoſe common terms, whereby we hold 
a Converſation with one another, 


In a word; Without Vertue there is no Peace, 
without Goodneſs there is no living in the World. 
And this Argument alone is demonſtration enough, 
That there | is a real difference between Good 
and. Evil; which difference though many of us 
neglect it in our Practice, yet in ſpeculation, there 
are a few, and but a few of us, that have the 
confidence to deny it. But then, 


II, There is another, and a more numerous ſort 
of Men, who though they do allow the difference, 
yet do not think the difference is ſo great , as 


that Life or Death ſhould be the neceſſary conſe- 


qutnce of Good or Evil: Like ignorant Men, 
who think there is no need of forfeiting their 


Bond , though they do not perform the Obliga- 


tion. 


In the day that thou eateſs thou ſhalt ſurely 
wie, ſays God; a very plain, and very preſ- 
ſing Text, and yet if the Devil may be allowed 
to make the Comment, he will give us a very 
different account, ſo far from dying, That in the 
day thou eateſt thou ſhalt be like God himſelf, and 
in a way to live for evermore. Thus poor chea- 
ted Man loſes one Paradiſe for the falſe expeta- 
tion 
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tion of another, and forfeits all his Happineſs, by 
taking the Devil's word for his Security. Thus 
we alſo, to humour our Luſts, and indulge our 
Paſhons, ſtill catch at the forbidden Fruit, and in 
the fond Purſuit of ſome childiſh Hopes, we lay 
aſide all our reaſonable Fears. 


Though we know that Good and evil have 
their diſtin&t Regions, their proper Roads, and 
are parted but by a ſingle Line; yet we love to 
allow our ſelves a little latitude, and think we 
may do it without loſing of our way. Though 
we ſee the Bounds of Vertue ſet out before us, 
and hear God himſelf ſaying to us, Thus far 
ſhalt thou go and no farther ;, yet we take a Plea- 
ſure in making our excurſions, and hope that 
a little treſpaſs will break no meaſures, and fo, 
by. degrees, we are drawn on to treſpaſs more 
and. more, till we utterly loſe our ſelves, and 
both God's meaſures and our own ares bro- 


ken, 


So dangerous a thing is it to border upon 
Vice, and play, upon the Confines of Deſtruction. 
for when our Foot: is once taken in the ſnare, 'tis 
no hard matter for the Devil to draw in our whole 
Body after; and all this comes by preſuming too. 
far upon God's Goodneſs, and when he bids us 
obey his Commands and live, we hope to live 
nevertheleſs, though we let his Commands _—_ 
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He ſets before us death and evil as things inſepara- 
bly join'd together, but we preſumptuoutly embrace 
the evil, and yet think to eſcape the death. 


And yet do we not know the neceſlary con: 
nexion that there is between the Puniſhment and 
the Offence? Does not our own Reaſon, as well 
as the Word of 'God, aſſure us, That Death is 


the natural Conſequence of Sin? Is not our own ' 


experience a demonſtration , how miſerably Vice 


_ corrupts our Nature, and how certainly it brings 


us to an untimely end? And without the Spirit 
of Prophecy, any one might eaſily foretell, That 4 
wicked man fhall not live out half his days. 


If the juſt revenge, of both God and men, 
ſhould ſpare him, yet how effeQually does the 
Sinner deſtroy himſelf? by Covetouſnels we ſtatye, 
and by Luxury we over-:charge onr Nature; 
Anger inflames our Blood , and Efvy conſumes 
our Fleſh, and every inordinate Delire 1s a ſecret 
exhauſting of our Strength. No Luſt -but feeds 
upon our Vitals, no Paſſion but preys upon our 
Spirits; and Sin no ſooner enters into our Heart, 
but it opens the door for Death. Then the 
Worm inſenfibly grows upon us, the Grave gets 
us under its dommion, and from the very day 
that Vice took poſſeſſion of our Soul, we muſt 
date the diflolution of our Body. 


Nay, 
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Nay, this is not the worſt of our condition 
neither; for Sin corrupts the Soul of Man alſo, 
and depraves all our brighter Faculties 3 it de- 
bauches our Will, and darkens our Underſtand- 
ing, and - extinguiſhes that Reaſon which is our 
great Property and Prerogative. God breathed 
into our noſtrils the breath of Life, a beam of 
Divine- Light, a ſpark of Heavenly Fire, to enno- 
ble our Nature, and make us a living Sou! ; the 
Image of God, and Heirs of his Eternity. But 
Luſt puts out - all this light within us; enſlaves 
our Mind, and makes us degenerate ' into meer 
earth againz it weighs down our Nature, checks 
all our aſpiring Thoughts, and allows us to think 
of nothing but our Fleſh, 


Where Vice prevails, and takes poſſeſſion of 
our Senſes, it ſhuts up all the avenues of our 
Soul, and lets nothing that 1s generous or commend- 
able enter in. The Beauty of Holineſs cannot be 
ſeen 3 the Charms of Wiſdom cannot be heard: 
nothing can be admitted but what will ſooth our 
Luſts, and flatter us in our iniquity. 


And then 'tis no wonder if we grow proflt- 
gate in Vice, and abandond to all man- 
ner of Uncleanneſs: and cag we ſuppoſe, that 
ſuch a Soul as this is fit to appear before the 


preſence of its Maker ? Is there any place in Hea- 
C ven 
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ven for ſuch impure Thoughts as theſe? Unleſs 
we come there with a berter mind, and in a 
cleaner dreſs, Go, ye curſed, will certainly be our 
doom; Go to the torments which you have @ 


red for your ſelves; let your Envy gnaw ytill 
like a worm that never dies, and your AngeF till 
burn within you, like the fire that never goes 
out, and let your greedy deſires be always cra- 


ving, but never ſatisfied, like the bottomleſs pit, . 


that is ever filling, but never fall, 


- Oh the bitterneſs and anguiſh of this ſecond 
Death! When the Soul of Man muſt be always 


will brood afreſh upon his Nature, and inſuffer- 
able pains will Pengagues themſelves within him : 
when his own guilty Conſcience ſhall always keep 


him. waking, his own deſperate Reſolutions ſhall -. 


ſtrike him like ſpears and arrows to the heart, 
and the remembrance of all his multitude of Sins 


fhall ſtare him like ſo many ghaſtly Apparitions in | 


the face. 


Theſe are the neceſſary conſequences of an un- - 


godly » unrepented Life; theſe are the genuine 
ruits of Sin, which naturally grow upon a viti- 
ated Soul; ſo very naturally, that our own Rea- 


ſon tells us it muſt be fo, that the Soul which is 


corrupted, even that ſhall die, and our vile Ima- 
ginations ſhall haunt us to the other World, where 
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all our immoderate delights ſhall be ſower'd into 
ſo many intolerable torments. 


Something like this every - wicked man finds 
within himſelf, even before his death; as often as 
he allows himſelf to think, ſo often his own Con- 
ſcience as the part of Hell, and in the diſmal 
remorles of his Soul, he ſees a reſemblance of his 
future Judgment. 


And now having ſet before you life and good, and 
_— and evil, as a matter of information, I come, 
in tne 

Second place, to ſet them before you as an ob- 
x& of your choice. *Tis Moſes his own Uſe and 
Application of my Text, in the following: verſes, 
I call heaven and earth to record this day againſt 
you, that 1 have ſet before you life and death, there- 
fore chuſe life, that both thow and thy ſeed may 
live. 


I ſhall not here diſpute with Moſes, whether 


» it be in our power to chuſe or not; but, taking 


for granted that it is, I hall only inferr, That 
when things of ſo very different natures are ſet 
before us, one would think it an eafie matter to 
be determin'd, If our notions of Good 'and Evil 
are too weak to work upon us, and hold our 
minds for ſome time in ſuſpence; yet furely Life 
and Death admit of no diſpute. One is the ſole 
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delight, and the other the utter abhorrence of 
our Nature, and a powerful mſtint within us 
always inclines us to the better part. 


And yet fo abſurd are-we in our -Ptactice, as 
to follow thoſe courſes , which in our judgment 
we condemn, and our lives are, the very contra- 
diction of our deſires. We exgage our ſelves in 
deſperate ways before we conſider where they are 
like to end, and every appearance of pleaſure 
drills us farther on; and when we .do ſee at 
length what our end is like to prove, we find it 
too tedious, and perhaps too late to return. 


Conld we plead ignorance in our excuſe, we 
might have ſome hopes of mercy. But when all 
theſe things are plainly ſet before #4, when we ſee the 
penalty, and notwithſtanding this, will venture 
upon the offence, what remains then but a fearful 
looking for of judgment? 


Cauld we pretend impotence or incapacity in the /; 
caſe, it might be a proper and allowable Pleas 
but when theſe things. are not only plainly re- 
preſented to our judgment, but are fairly offer'd 
to our.choice,. and. yet we will chuſe- amiſs, 
What can we ſay to ſtop the hand of Juſtice? 

or when Juſtice lays hold upon us, what can 
we fay to excuſe our folly? Why did we run 
{o- blindly on, and never look before us? Why, 
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we ſuppos'd perhaps that ſome lucky miſchance 
might {tgp us in our full career, and the breaking 
of a Leg might ſave our Neck. A wild courſe, 
and as extravagant a ſuppoſition. 


We hop'd the time would ' come when we 
ſhould be. diſabled from following our. Vices any- 
longer, and then we ſhould have leiſure to ſtand 


ſtill, and repent, and be very vertuous again. A- 
ſtrange kind of hope, that can never take place- 


till we come. to the very. ſeaſon of deſpair. - 


We exped perhaps, that ſome violent motion of 
the Spirit ſhould carry us up te Heaven like St. 
Paul, and if, we are but paſſive in the caſe, if 
we are mot diſobedient to the heavenly motion, we 
preſume there is nothing more for us to do. 
And it is a preſumption indeed, too groundleſs: 
to be. believ'd, and too ſenſeleſs to be anſwer'd. 


We may Hatter our ſelves, if we pleaſe, with 


ſuch airy hopes, and depend upon a Salvation of - 


our own contriving; but if we would go upon 
certain grounds, 'tis ſufficient for us, - That- God 
himſelf, whoſe gift it is,. has told us upon what 
terms we muſt live and proſper, See, [ have ſet 
before you life and goods, and if after this we will 
venture upon Evil, we our ſelves are anſwerable 
for the Event, and *tis but: juſt that God ſtipuld 
take the forfeiture. Death and Evil, we jo, 
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muſt go together , unleſs we can ſeparate them 
by our Repentance, which it (elf is a death wnte 
ſin, and a greater evil than we know how to 
bear. 


"Tis ſufficient that we ſee our way before us, 
that we ly no longer under any dark uncertain- 
ties, any diſmal ſuſpenſe, but our work 1s laid open 
to our hands, and our reward is ready for. us. 
Our work itſelf is very good , and our reward 
is exceeding glorious; but if we reliſt theſe gra- 
cious offers, and (till perſiſt in a ſenſeleſs | gr 
ing courſe of Life , we deſerve the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment, not only for our fin, but for our obſtinate 
folly too. 


Theſe are the things which the Law of God daily 
ſets before us, and if the charms of goodneſs can- 
not draw us, yet one would think the terrours 
of Evil ſhould drive us into Vertue. What would 
we not do to purchaſe Eternal Life > What 
would we not ſuffer to eſcape Eternal Death # 
What ſhould we do but renounce our Sins, what 
ſhould we ſuffer but this reaſonable Divorce, and 
then the thing is done? and what does God re- 
quire of us, but thoſe very things which our own 
reaſon requires of us too ; things that are moſt ſuit- 
able to our nature, and molt likely to promote - 
our happineſs in this World , though we had no 
expectation of a World to come? when it is - 
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eaſy p thing to ptoſper , who would take ſuch 
pains to be undone? when it is in-our own choice 
to live, Why will ye dy, O houſe of Iſrael ? 


The reaſon is plain, we are deeply engaged, 


Body and Soul, in another intereſt 3 our Luſts, by. - 


a long familiarity have ſo endeared themſelves un- 
to us, that-we know not how to part. We are 
ſo ty'd and bound with the Chainof our Sins, that 
when God calls us to Repentance, we are not 
able to move a ſtep. Not able > That is indeed 
we are not - willing: to advance, we have ſuch a 
load of iniquity upon us, that we think it more 
eaſy to ly q 

deadly weight, and live. 


But if we ſeriouſly confider'd what it was to 
dy, we ſhould quickly be of another mind. When 
Death with his cold frozen hands lays hold upon 
us,” and is dragging us out of a ſoft finful Bed, in- 
to an uncomfortable Dungeon, a noiſome Grave, 
then all our heats will be abated, and we ſhall re- 


pent indeed, and wiſh that we bad repented : 


ſooner, before 'twas too late to be reform'd. 


Let us conſider this in timez now ,- that it is fairly 
ſit before #8 , and 'tis in our power to-make our 
choice. And if we ſee that wicked men find it 
ſo difficult to diſ-engage themſelves ,” that the pro- 
ſpe of Death it ſelf, with-all its terrours , cannot 

affright 


own and dy, than to ſhake off our + 
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affright them | from their Sins , let us beware of the 
dreadful Example, let us beware how we adruit 
a Gueſt into. our Bolom , who is like to ſtick fo 
faſt upon us, and brings after him ſuch a deadly 
train. Let us keep bim at q geligious diſtance, and 
ſuperſtitiouſly avoid his ſight. Let us enter into 
no Parly or Combination with him , but maintain 
the integrity of our Soul, as we would do our 
Soul it {elf , and ſtand in aw of Sin , as much as 
Death. 


IF we have unfortunately let him in , and the 
Enemy has already got ſome advantage of us, let 
us redeem our ſelves mn time, and uſe all diligence 
to diſpoſſcfs him 3 though he. has ty*d and bound us 
never ſo faſt, yet one vigorous reſolution may 
break the Chain 3 it is but reſolving to be free, 
and then, by the help of our Redeemer, we ſhall 
be ſo. 


. And have we no ſenſe of Life, and Liberty, and 
Happineſs? ſhall one vain fooliſh Luſt weigh down 
all the conſiderations of Eternity ? ſurely there is 
ſome Witchcraft in this Sin , - and we are not fo 
much perſwaded by it as pofleſs'd: but in the 
name of God we will caſt it out. We will (et be- 
fore us Death and Evil, as God himſelf has ſet them 
both together , and then there is no danger that 
we ſhould be impos'd upon : for Sin cannot poſli- 
bly be ſo much our 46ight, but Death is much 
more 
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more our averſion. The very thoughts of it, if ; 


we can but think at all, will take off the reliſh of 
our vicious enjoyments, and make all our head- 
ſtrong Paſſions give way, and our empty airy plea- 
ſures will fly before it. 


Now that Sin has conceiv'd in the World , 'tis 
our Happineſs that it has brought forth ſo de- 
form'd a thing as Death 3 that though the Mother 
may diſguiſe her ſelf , and delade us with falſe Co- 
lours, and flattering words , yet the foulneſs of her 
Oft-ſpring cannot be conceal'd, and in the Face 
- Death we may read the natural' deformity of 

in. 


Let us conſider this, and then let us entertain 
it if we dare, nay let us embrace it if we can; 


for how temptingly ſoever Sin may look upon us, . 


yet Death is a powerful Antidote, *tis enough to 
damp our Spirits, and chill our: blood, and to 
change not only the inclinations, but the very con- 
ſtitution of our Fleſh. 


Knowing theſe terrors of the Lord, ſurely ye ſhall 
be perſwaded: conſidering the ſad confequences 
of ſin, one would think there ſhould be little or 
no temptation in itz to a thinking Man, indeed, 
there is none at all, and 'tis a wonder that any 
Man can fo far lay his thoughts alide, as to hug 


a ſlaviſh gilded Chain, to fall in love with a 
D fulſome 
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fulſome painted Sepulchre, and doze himſelf: in 
poiſonous Wine, only becauſe he ſees it ſparkling 
in the glaſs. 


All theſe are but imaginary Pleaſures at the 
beſtz and yet theſe are all the Pleaſures that a 
Sinner hasz and what are all theſe, in compariſon 
of that real, ſubſtantial eternal Joy , which we 
part with for theſe trifles ſake: after fuch an ex- 
change as this, we muſt never pretend to Judge- 
ment or Diſcretion. more. 


We that are fo circumſpet and wiſe in the 
little inferior concerns of Life, where 1s our witl- 


dom in our great Afﬀeair, where is our circum - 


ſpetion, when our whole Happineſs is b- ltake. 


To pet a poor livelihood upon earth, we can - 


labour and toil, hunger and thirſt, and ſweat and 
ſtarve, and applaud our ſelves for doing fo : but 
here we can be content to ſtand all the day idle, 
and have our thoughts otherwiſe employ'd, and 
are ſo far from labouring for life ,| that we. will 
not be at the trouble ſo much as to look before 
us. Nay, for the moſt part we make it our bu- 
fineſs to look the quite contrary way. 


What indefatigable pains do we take to gratifie 
our fooliſh Luſts, when with half the pains we 
might learn to live much happier without them. 
What 
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What violence do we uſe upon our ſelves, to 
lay our Souls and Conſciences atleep, for fear the 
beautiful Proſpe& of Life ſhould tempt us to be 
vertuous, or the diſmal Apparitions of Death ſhould 
affright us from our Vice, when half that force 
employ'd againſt our Vanities and Corruptions, 
would ſuffice to take Heaven it felf by violence, 
and make us for ever happy. : 


But when Men have once ſold themſelves to 
work wickedneſs, how obſtinately do they refuſe 
to hear their own Reaſon ſpeak! How do they 
diſdain to be reclaim'd, though it be by the Word 
of God! That word which is piercing as 4 two- 
edged ſword, they labour to put by with all their 
art, and defend themſelves againſt it with the 
whole Artillery of the Devil; with the Helmet of 
Pride, the Shield of Obſtinacy, and the Breaſt- 
plate of Unbelief, Armour that is hardned in 
the bottomleſs Pit, they maintain a deſperate 
Cauſe, and wage a ſenſeleſs War againft the Pow- 
ers of Heaven. 


So dangerous a thing is it to give way to Diſobe- 
dience, that by degrees, it betrays us into Unbe- 
liefz and by (lighting the notions of Good and 
Evil, we come at laſt to make no difference be- 
tween Life and Death. 
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Thus the Devil, who is conſcious of his own 
doom, and officious to prevent the like in us, 
teaches us not. to believe, for fear we ſhould trem- 
ble too : and the terrours of the Lord, are the 


very reaſon why ſome men will not be perſwa- 
ded. | 


But let us bring more traQable diſp6ſitions to 
the word of God , and when he ſets before us life 
and good , and death and evil, let us for our Infor- 
mation ſubmit to his Judgment, and in our Choice 
let us comply. with his defires. *Tis no. diſpa- 
ragement for the wiſeſt Man to be inſtructed, and 
ſurely 'tis no condeſcenſion for the greateſt Man 
to be ſav'd. If we are deſirous of Life, we know 
now upon what terms it muſt be had : if we will 
ſtill follow after Ezi/, we know what wyll be the 
conſequence: nay, the: conſequence will fall the 
heavier upon us for this very realon, becauſe we 
know it ; our condemnation will be the more juſt, 
our death the more unpitied, becauſe it has been 
lo often and fo plainly ſet before us. 


Seeing therefore we have ſo many Sins and finful 
Ignorances to be accounted for, let not our know- 
ledge allo be number'd amongſt our tranſgreffions 3 
let not our means of grace, and opportunities of 
Glory come to inflame our Reckoning agaioſt the 
areat Day of Account. | 
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Many a time have we been admoniſh'd of our 
Sins, and now once more are we forewarn'd of our 
danger. See 1 havey ſet before you this day alſo life 
and good, and death and evil, God grant that we 
may ever in this our day ſee the things that belong 
unto our Good, before they are hidden from our. 
eyes. 
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